What Camera should I buy? – Archived posts from Media Studies forum

Is anyone else having problems deciding on what camera to get?

We faithfully used Sony as a real basic level handycam but not sure what to do now. Lots of our students have used handycams from home that record onto DVD or Hard drives (this seems to be the latest technology - you record directly onto these and don't do any editing really at all - fine for Ma and Pa but bloody difficult to download)

No fire wire links unfortunately so linking to our Macs and imovie was a pain. Finally resorted to linking an older style handycam to video outlets, playing the new camera into the video and recording off it. (they seem to have audio /video out cables ).

Any ideas on a) how to download these DVD or hard drive camera footage directly to imovie?

b) Any ideas on new handycams at the lower end (want some sort of microphone capability)?

Any ideas?

Josephine

Josephine

All low end Panasonic mini dv cameras have all the inputs and outputs we need. (Disclaimer: unless something has slipped past me in recent weeks).

I use the NV180 which is a three CCD camera (mini dv tape) with headphone and microphone sockets. Full manual controls or auto. Also the dv in/out socket is at last (again) back in a sensible location - behind the swing out monitor it is on the insode body and swinging out the monitor reveals it. Some recent models had the socket located behind the wrist strap which would put pressure on the dv lead. Yes I know the wrist strap could be removed.

Price of the NV180 is under $1000 - a good bit under in several locations. I guess it depends on your prefered place of purchase.

In my humble opinion, this is the only camera worthy of school consideration for everyday student use in the lower price range. and yes we do have more expensive cameras (much more) but usually I want the most cameras for the buck I have to spend, so am more interested in this price range. (We did our original Royal Society video competition entry on one of these this year and it obviously produced reasonable results for us to move into the finals.)

As far as dvd cameras are concerned, I give them a miss. I don't think it is a serious format for the future - solid state cards are the next big move in my opinion. From what I can work out, dvd cameras work in mpeg format mpeg2 from memory.

You should have software that will edit this but you have to load it onto the computer in a different way to tape.

There are also cameras out there which use mpeg4 and that is a really problem at present for editing with most existing NLE software. Things will change intime and the editing facility will end up in upcoming versions.

Actually I have a further problem - students who shoot video with the video feature on digital still cameras. Shocking resolution and jagged edges to the images. Just been looking at one on Friday shot by year 11 student. Redo it on tape I said. Watching it on screen, they saw the point and agreed.

Gordon

What you need to get started for filmmaking:

• Hardware

• PC with P4 2.66 Ghz or Above with 1Gb of Memory

• firewire card (IEEE1394) or an i/eMac (Apple)

• Digital Video Camera and Tripod

• Canon mv900i, Sony, JVC, Avoid DVD Cameras

Just a few suggestions for gear - Panasonic now only have a couple of mini-dv cams, but I much prefer these as it doesn't link production groups with a specific camera - Their 3 chip version is less than $800. We (Karamu HS) have an account with Panasonic so get cameras a bit cheaper - not sure if any school can do this but the number there is 09 272 0100.

I would recommend getting wide angle lenses from trademe - they usually go for about $40 - you need to check the thread diameter for compatability but it is possible to get adaptor rings for some sizes. I know WPS in Wellington have them. The lower the number the wider the lens - we have a .45 and a .6 and they create a great distortion and also make tracking shots smoother.

If you are getting tripods,Iwould recommend spending a bit more to get floating head tripods - they just make panning and tilting so much better. Manfrotto make these. The heads that screw directly into the camera meanthat you (read students!) don't lose the shoes - they cost about $20 a pop! Sitech in Hamilton distribute these at a good price.

And finally, pushing my own barrow a bit, I have just received the latest batch of Mo-cam 'steadicam' stabilisers from the factory - I have developed a model specifically for handicams that is easier to use and cheaper - for schools $190.

If you are interested in finding out about these, you can email me on mo-cam@xtra.co.nz or see the Mo-cam in action at the following address:

http://mo-cam.co.nz
Tom Hunter- Karamu High School

While Panasonic still have two mini dv camcorders, only the 3 CCD model should be considered. This is the one which has both external microphone and headphone sockets. The cheaper single chip version does not.

Only one other Panasonic has mic and headphone facilities and from memory this is the top of the range HD camcorder.

Big advantage with Panasonic is that they still run their own on site repair service.

Gordon

